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of fiefs, and many members of families of the long robe held bishoprics
rind other lucrative and dignified benefices. But these are matters of
detail and in no way affect the soundness of his general conclusions.

P. F. WILLBBT

Let Campagnes des Armies Franqaises de 1792 d 1816.
Par CAMILLH VALLAUX. (Paris: Alcan. 1899.)

THIB is a serviceable little handbook, giving eoncise and businesslike
summaries of the chief campaigns. To accomplish this in 860 pages is
a difficult task which demands a nice sense of proportion ; and in this
respect I think M. Vallaux's judgment has been sometimes at fault. For
instance, he gives twenty-three pages to the raising of the revolutionary
forces and their combats at Yalmy and Jemmapes, but only fourteen pages
to the campaign of 1816: the'whole of the Peninsular war is dashed off in
twenty-two pages, while as many as seven are given to the not very in-
teresting battle of Wagram. And it would have been advisable to omit alto-
gether the civil strifes at Lyons and Toulon, and in La Vendee. They can
scarcely rank as campaigns, however much the last war was a ' war of
giants.' M. Vallaux's tone as to the origin of the wars is studiously
moderate. He frankly recognises that the Girondins flung down the
gauntlet to central Europe in 1792, and that the Jaoobins did the same
to us in the following year. As is natural, where so large a space
is covered, there are several little defects in detail. Though the Italian
campaigns of 1796 and 1797 are accurately desoribed, it is a strange
exaggeration to say that (p. 170) at the Trebbia in 1799 the French were
'not beaten, but only checked.' In 1806 Mack never had 80,000 men
under his orders in Bavaria. The best authorities give the Frenoh losses at
Eylau as nearly, if not quite, equal to the Russian losses. If. Vallaox
puts them at less by 10,000. Neither does he explain the movements of
Davout, which induced Bennigsen to give up his strong position at
Heilsberg and undertake that fatal march on Ednigsberg via Friedlaad.
It is unlikely that the Russian losses at Friedland were ultimately as high
as 20,000, for crowds of stragglers joined the colours at Tilsit. But M.
Vallaux retains the traditional numbers. In the very curt treatment of
the Peninsular war exception might be taken to many statements—e.g.
that Wellesley was some time ' in disgrace' for having accorded the
terms of Ointra, or that he was created Duke of Wellington after
Talavera, or that pitched battles had not much effect on the campaigns.
Salamanca and still more Vittoria were as decisive as almost any battles
of the period; and the latter of these calls for a full description. Again,
in the account of the Russian campaign of 1812 the efforts of Napoleon
to catch Bagration's force by a convergence of Davout and Jerome can
hardly be understood if we accept oar author's statement that the Russian
force was entre Bobruisk et Mintk. Bagration was much further forward,
being, indeed, in front of the marshes of the Pripet. In the very brief
account of Waterloo the capture of La Haie-8ainte is placed as late as
6 P.M., without any notioe of the evidence which attributes to the
Frenoh at least a partial lodgment before that time ; and the final dibdel*
of the Frenoh is even desoribed as beginning before the charge of the Old
Guard. J. HOLLAND BOSS.
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Die Kolonialpolitik Napoleons I. Von Dr. GUBTAV BOLOFF.
(Munchen und Leipzig: Oldenbourg. 1899.)

THH perusal of Vandal's ' Napoleon et Alexandra I,' exhibiting, as it does,
Napoleon's desire to control the Mediterranean in 1808, awoke in the
breast of Dr. Boloff the desire to explore all the other phases of Napoleon's
maritime and colonial policy. The result is a very handy and compact
monograph, which is based upon a considerable amount of independent
and praiseworthy research. Dr. Boloff has read the numerous reports of
the ministers of marine to Napoleon in the Archives Nationales, as well as
the correspondence between the ministers of marine and the different
colonial officials between 1800 and 1810 in the Archives des Affaires
Ooloniales. He has also worked at the archives of the ministry of
marine. In an appendix he prints for the first time the fall text of the
secret instructions given by Napoleon to Leolerc, who, as is well known,
was sent out to reduce St. Domingo immediately after the conclusion of
the peace of Amiens. Fragments of these instructions are indeed cited
in Lacroix's ' Memoires pour servir a l'Histoire de la BeVolutidn de Saint-
Domingue,' but it is probable that Laeroix never saw with his own eyes
more than was communicated to General Boudet, and until the complete
text was published it was impossible to form an exact idea of their con-
tents. Two letters of Napoleon are also printed for the first time in the
uppendix, bearing the dates 28 May 1808 and 18 July 1808.

Enough has been said to indicate the fact that Dr. Boloff s work is a
very solid contribution to history. The arrangement is clear and good,
and although there is no attempt at lively or picturesque writing the
book is readable enough. The main points which Dr. Boloff wishes to
emphasise are that Napoleon never neglected the colonies, that he had
no intention to break the peace of Amiens, and that the ultimate failure
of his colonial policy was due not to his own mistakes nor to the mistakes
of his ministers, generals, or officials, but simply to the weakness of the
Frenoh navy, which, owing to the continuance of the war with England,
was never able to recover from the demoralisation produced by the
Revolution.1 The unfortunate Leolerc is defended from the attacks
whioh were freely made against him. He could not have acted otherwise
against the blacks ; the deficiencies of the commissariat were no fault of
his, and from the first he was handicapped by the sudden death of several
of his lieutenants. As for Napoleon's remark that Leclerc failed because
he did not understand how to win over the mulattoes, and that he had
been expressly instructed to divide the mulattoes from the blacks, and
with their aid to conquer the island, it is simply refuted by the text of
the instructions themselves. Here there is not only no trace of such an
order, no sign of any difference between the treatment to be meted out to
men of colour and blacks, but it is expressly stated that ' all the principal
agents of Toussaint, white and coloured,' shall first be indiscriminately
loaded with honours and confirmed in their ranks, and afterwards all
deported to France. Further, the number of mulattoes had been greatly
diminished by the war between Toussaint and Bigaud, and since they were
only influential in the south it is more than doubtful whether, even if

1 Dr. Bolofi does not seem to be acquainted with the great work of Captain Manan,
whose Tolomea, however, would have been of considerable value to him.

 at E
ast C

arolina U
niversity on July 10, 2015

http://ehr.oxfordjournals.org/
D

ow
nloaded from

 

http://ehr.oxfordjournals.org/


1900 REVIEWS OF BOOKS 889

Laoroix had been instructed to act as Napoleon pretends, he would have
achieved any larger measure of success. To have recalled Rigand would
have been an act of insanity. He was never the friend of the white man ;
he played simply for his own hand, for the independence of his caste, and
he was bitterly hated by the bla ks. Hi a recall would have rekindled
all the old fires of racial war.

If then Leclerc was not to blame, who was ? Napoleon admitted at
St. Helena that the St. Domingo expedition was one of the greatest
mistakes of his life. And here we are tempted to complain a little of Dr.
Boloff. He tells us that the St. Domingo problem had been debated for
two years between Napoleon, his minister of marine, and the colonial
experts in Paris. A large number of memoirs had been written upon the
subject, and these memoirs Dr. Boloff has read. In particular a colonial
official of great experience, Colonel Vincent, used every effort to deter
Napoleon from an expedition which was bound to result in disaster, and
was dismissed to Elba for his pains. Dr. Boloff admits that Toussaint
did not wish entirely to break with France; he admits that Toussaint's
children were receiving their education in France, and that Toussaint
executed his nephew, General Moyse, for stirring up a rising against the
whites. And yet he declines to discuss the general question as to the
wisdom of the expedition, and seems disposed to take its necessity and
expediency for granted. He seems inclined to believe that if it failed
the failure was due to the breach of the peace of Amiens.

Dr. Boloff is of opinion that, despite the note to Otto and Sebastiani's
report and the scene with Lord Whitworth, Napoleon wanted peace.
At the very time of the note to Otto (23 Oct.) the first bad news was
arriving from St. Domingo, and at once Napoleon ordered 9,000 men
to be mobilised within the next two months for service in the West
Indies, whither they were to proceed in eleven ships of the line.
1 Would Napoleon,' asks Dr. Boloff, ' have so disorganised his navy if he
had wished to push England into war ? ' Then when, at the end of
December 1802, news arrived of Leclero's death, a still larger expedition
was planned—16,000 men to start at once and 15,000 in the autumn. That
meant that half a year was to elapse before all the French forces would
reach St. Domingo, and General Boohambeau, Leclero's Buooessor, reported
that the island could not be entirely reduced under a year. Hence, argues
Dr. Boloff, Napoleon must have desired peace for a year and a half more
at least, i.e. till the end of 1804. Further peace with England was
neoessary for the taking over and development of Louisiana. This is,
however, not quite convincing. No government can receive bad news
from the seat of war with stolid indifference. When evil tidings come a
government seeks the earliest opportunity to reassure public opinion by
taking steps to repair the disaster. Napoleon's authority rested upon
prestige, and he could not afford to let France think that he intended to
do nothing to retrieve the situation. So he gave orders, and ambitious
orders, to his minister of marine. But may he not at the same time
have recollected the warning notes of Colonel Vincent—they recurred to
his memory at St. Helena—that French army corps in St. Domingo were
only so much food for yellow fever ? Did he really intend to risk
another thirty thousand men in that distant island of the plague ? Was
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he not in his heart of hearts glad rather than sorry when an opportunity
arose of fighting on a more brilliant theatre and of diverting the atten-
tion of France from that terrible and harrowing episode ? It may have
been madness; Dr. Boloff would have thought and acted otherwise:
bat it may also have been in Napoleon's nature to act as he did. •' '

H. A. L. FISHBB.

Mimoiret de I'Abbi Boston. Publiees pour la Societe d'Histoire Con-
temporaine. Par M. l'Abbe J. LOTH et M. 0. VBBGBB. Tome
IIL (Paris: A. Picard. 1899.)

THIS, the final volume of the ' Memoirs of the Abbe Baston,' is in some
respects the most interesting. It begins with a year (1808) remarkable in
the annals of the church for the most startling exercise of papal authority,
the deposition by Pius VII of the French tmigrts bishops. Our author
recognises that the ' metropolitan bishop' had never more strikingly
asserted his sovereign power, but he apparently did not see that by
so doing he had dealt a death-blow to Gallican principles. Baston tells
us that on reflexion he approved of the measure. He commends the
-conduct of those bishops who resigned when called upon to do so by
the pope. He maintains that they did not, by so doing, recognise
the papal right to depose them from their sees, but only that further
resistance would at that crisis have been injurious to the interests
of the ohurch, and solus ecclesiae summa lex. He wrote at the time a
pamphlet defending the policy of the holy father, and distinguishing
between his ordinary and extraordinary power. On this occasion the
welfare, even the existence, of the French church was at stake, and it
was necessary that the extraordinary authority of the sovereign pontiff
should be exerted—a futile distinction, since the pope was left sole judge
of that necessity. It would be uncharitable to suppose that our author
was actuated by interested motives, but after the publication of his tract
at fiouen there could be no doubt what his reception would be if, like
so many of the emigrant clergy, he took advantage of the understanding
between the first consul and the pope to return to France. Nor is it
surprising that soon after his arrival at Bouen the new bishop, Cambaceres,
offered hi™ a canonry, and shortly afterwards appointed him one of his
five vicars-general. Napoleon said that a priest should be ' catholic and
pious, but in reason, and neither ultramontane nor bigoted.' Baston
almost came up to this ideal, and he showed a quite remarkable common
sense and fertility of resource in reconciling the laws of the church with
the exigencies of the situation when treating such delicate questions as
those connected with uncanonical marriages (see especially p. 61), with
the status of the constitutional clergy, and the like.

The papal authority had been a serviceable tool, when it was necessary
to get rid of the emigrant bishops—the pensioners, as Napoleon called
them, of England. But the weapon, he was well aware, was two-edged,
and having served his purpose must be blunted, lest it should be used
against him. It was now, therefore, the turn of Gallican principles and
of the articles of 1682. When he supported the right of the pope to
depose bishops whose only crime was that they were displeasing to the
temporal authorities, we may not uncharitably apply to our author his
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